
From Our Pastor... 

 

Messenger 

2.12 Children’s Church trip 

 to Hillside  

2.28 Women’s Ministry  

 Meeting 7pm 

3.04 Movie “Courageous”  

 6pm 

3.24 Movie “The Passion of  

 the Christ” 5pm 

4.08    Easter Sunday 

5.12    Women’s Ministry  

 Applebee’s Flapjack  

 Fundraiser  

 

Upcoming Events 

the church 

Tithes and Offering 

So how do you decide your tithe or offering? What is the importance of giving 

to the Lord, particularly if he does not need my money? After all He is God isn’t He? 

Christians have many of these questions and have discarded the necessity of 

giving back to the Lord largely out of ignorance, but in some cases just out of plain 

disobedience. So, is it important at all to give to the ministry of your local church? And 

the biblical answer is inevitably YES! For that reason I wanted to take a moment and 

explain just a few of the reasons for giving anything back to God, and also elaborate on 

the difference between tithing and offering. 

 Tithing has become known as an Old Testament practice that is 

legalistic because it was commanded in the Mosaic Law (Deuteronomy 14:22). Some 

believe that tithing is an Old Testament principle we no longer have to follow because 

we are not held to the Old Testament law since Jesus died on the cross to deliver us from 

the bondage created by our inability to obey the law. Tithing in its simplest form is the 

giving of 10% of your gross income to the Lord, before doing anything else with your 

money including paying your bills, buying groceries, or any other living expenses. In 

other words…God comes first. He gave you (blessed you with) your resources first and 

so you are to give back to Him faithfully, before any thing else you do. Many may not 

think what you have is a blessing at all, but the simple fact is all the gold and all the 

silver (all the money is God’s) He is just letting you use it, and thus you are to manage 

(steward) what He has given you faithfully. That means give Him His 10%. For those of 

you who think that this is legalistic and unimportant, you will have to think through 

Abraham and Melchizedek. Melchizedek was the high priest and Abraham gave him a 

tithe (10%) for the work of the ministry (Genesis 14:18-24). The significance of this for 

those wondering is that Abraham gave a tithe to God prior to any law being established. 

Therefore, a tithe is important, but more will be said about that later. 

Offering is generally misunderstood only as a New Testament principle that 

replaced the necessity of tithing. Typically, Christians who hold this view use 2 

Corinthians 8-9 to justify their position. Especially where Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 

9:7 (NKJV) “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” Let me just say to give as you purpose in your 

heart as a believer in Christ is to give as Christ would give, not to give according to the 

mood you’re in, how much money you need for shopping or lunch or anything else. 

Christ gave all of Himself to the Father and so we are to do the same thing, not because 

we have too, but because we want too; because of His precious gift of grace that He has 

bestowed upon us. Personally, as Christians we should caution ourselves when it comes 

to purposing anything according to our heart.  
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Our heart is desperately wicked (Jeremiah 17:9) and Christians would save a great 

deal of pain if they would stop making decisions based on their own heart and start making 

decisions based upon the heart of God. Still, some are convinced that offering, according to 

their own feelings, is the New Testament principal and that their giving is just between them 

and God. There are several problems with this approach, but I will only suggest two very 

important ones. First, nothing you do is only between you and God, you are part of a 

family…a church family, and your faithfulness affects the whole family. Just as your actions 

in your life affect your immediate family whether it is a spouse or siblings, your actions in the 

church affect your church family. So in the context of your giving only being between you 

and God in the sense that no one else needs to know, well ok. But in the context that your 

obedience and willingness to exercise your faith through giving or any other gift God has 

blessed you with is only about you, you are wrong. To illustrate that point very easily let me 

just say that our church chairs were donated by someone. All are benefiting from them 

because you get to sit on them (consequence) yet, if they were not, you would still be sitting 

on metal chairs. I don’t think anyone would argue that those chairs are a blessing, and that 

blessing came as the result of someone’s obedience to King Jesus and the conviction He laid 

on their heart, not because of any selfish motive. In a similar way, God calls us to exercise 

our faith by giving back to Him what is rightfully His to begin with. The way I see it, you can 

either give it to Him with a cheerful heart, or he will eventually allow you to lose it. 

Furthermore, offering is not just a New Testament principle, In Malachi 3:8-12 the prophet 

rhetorically asks a corporate body (Israel) if they would rob God in tithes and offerings? 

Offering is simply what you give over and above your tithe (10 %). The issue here that the 

prophet is dealing with is not mainly money; it is their willingness to exercise their faith with 

what the Lord has blessed them with to begin with. How about you? God declares all the 

silver and gold (money) is his (1 Kings 20:3; Haggai 2:8) and so how will you mange it on 

His behalf? 

The appropriate Christian view for tithing and offering is simply this. First, 

understand that tithing is not a burden, but a way to exercise your faith and give glory to God 

thanking Him for what He has given you. Secondly, stop making excuses for why you cannot 

give Him what is already His, repent, and start managing His money according to His word. 

This type of obedience will unleash His blessing upon your life. Third, don’t be deceived 

about it being ok to give outside the church for the furtherance of His ministry. I have had 

many Christians say to me at times that they give to others who are in need rather than to the 

church. Praise God for your generosity, but understand that God’s chosen method for 

ministry is the local church, He established it and He called you to a particular body of 

believers to support that ministry with all of your gifts, both financial and spiritual. There is 

freedom from the law because of the grace that has been provided through His redemptive 

purpose on the cross. But that freedom is not a freedom that includes walking in 

disobedience. Finally, the enemy would have you believe that you cannot do it because of 

various reasons or that your contribution is so small that it really does not matter. See him for 

who he is, he is the enemy. No contribution is too great or too small. Remember the parable 

of the widow and her two mites (Luke 21)? If not, read it! God will bless our faithfulness 

regardless of the size or amount when it comes to giving, and He will bless it if in our actions, 

we are exercising our faith. 

There may be many living under the bondage of stewardship, not experiencing 

financial freedom or not able to do the things you know you should do with your money. For 

this reason, I will be starting a biblically based class that I promise will afford you financial 

freedom if you will go through the study. When you start looking at your checkbook as a way 

to glorify God, rather than a way to navigate through this sin stricken world or glorify 

yourself, God will do great things. I know because He has for our family. No matter how 

close your personal friends are, most of you do not talk about money, it’s out of bounds. Most 

do not show each other their checkbook, its personal. Yet the way we spend our money 

intentionally shows us our priorities. While your pastor or friends may not ever see your 

checkbook, be assured…God does. Let me invite you to take tithing and offering much more 

serious. Pray and ask God how to give and then listen to Him. Ask Him for wisdom and then 

listen to Him. He dares you to test Him or try Him (Malachi 3:10). Often we don’t turn down 

dares from one another, why turn Him down? He knows what he is talking about. 

 

At the feet of Jesus, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

“The silver 

is mine, 

and the 

gold is 

mine saith 

the Lord of 

hosts.” 
Haggai 2:8 



Children’s Church trip to Hillside  

 Our Church is so blessed to have such wonderful 

children and dedicated teachers. It is so important to remember 

that no matter what your age, we can all make a difference and 

do work for Christ!  

 As most of you know, our Children’s Church class 

visited the Hillside Nursing Home in Wake Forest to surprise 

one of the residents with a Christmas gift. This gift was made 

possible by the donation of pocket change from members of our 

church. Ms. Iola Gardner was the resident adopted. Thirteen 

children went on the trip to Hillside and each child was given a 

part in presenting gifts to Ms. Gardner. It was such a blessing to 

see how the children interacted with the resident and the visit in 

itself was a huge blessing to all who participated.  

 The Children’s Church class, along with teachers Betty 

Pearson, Cindy Beckett and Erica Long, will be taking another 

trip to Hillside on February 12th during the Sunday School and 

Worship service hours. During this visit they will be presenting 

gifts to another resident, Ms. Virgie Denton.  

 The idea for these visits to Hillside were all in an effort 

to teach the children about love. It is so important that we teach 

children at an early age how important it is to serve each other 

with love. The Children’s Ministry is blessed to be a part of this 

nursing home ministry and hopes to make more trips to visit 

residents in the future.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ Train a child 

in the way he 

should go,  

and when he is 

old he will not 

turn from it.”  

Proverbs 22:6 
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“ Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it 

is not proud.” 1Corinthians 13:4 

 
 February...the month of Valentine’s Day...the month for love. 

Have you ever thought of how often you use the word “love”?  

“I loved that movie!”... “I love chocolate cake!”… “I love that color on 

you!”… 

 When we use the word love-and we tend to use it a lot!-we are 

often talking about the good feeling we experience as a result of something 

we like or enjoy. The movie left us laughing, thinking, admiring or at least 

believing it was worth what we paid for the ticket. Chocolate cake makes 

us feel satisfied. And the right shade of pink looks awesome on your very 

best friend, and you’re such a good friend for saying so!  

 When Paul described love, in Corinthians 13:4, he didn’t describe 

the “warm and fuzzy” feelings we get, but instead the actions and attitudes 

we give. The apostle begins by describing love as “suffers long” (NKJV) 

or “patient” (NIV). Clearly, Paul’s understanding of the word love goes 

way beyond our superficial overuse of the word.  

 Genuine, Christ-like love begins with patience, and we would all 

agree that patience is sometimes difficult to have. Author Matthew Henry 

wrote that longsuffering “will put up with many slights and neglects from 

the person it loves, and wait long to see the kindly effects of such 

patience.”  

 Slights and neglects— we have all experienced them, and we are 

all guilty of handing them out. In every relationship wrongs are done and 

injuries are experienced, but we must remember that God calls us to be 

longsuffering with others just as Christ is with us. Where would we be if 

we were not forgiven for our wrongs and neglects against our Lord? Think 

of the immeasurable patience Jesus shows each of us as we stumble along 

on the path of becoming the Christian we are called to be.  

 So choose patience. Choose to overlook irritations and offenses. 

It’s not always going to be easy, but it is always going to be the Christ-like 

thing to do. This love and patience is not for just one month of the year, 

it’s for a lifetime. Love one another, spend time in God’s word and be 

blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branches of the Vine Women’s 

Ministry has used Proverbs 31:10-

31 as a guide to create our goals 

and purpose. 

 

As women of this ministry we 

will… 

 

¶ Pursue an ongoing, personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ 

through prayer and biblical 

study. 

¶ Nurture the next generation, 

shaping and becoming involved 

with children who will one day 

become the leaders of our 

church and nation. 

¶ Create a warm and loving 

environment for friends, family 

and visitors. 

¶ Be faithful stewards of the time 

and money that God has 

entrusted us with. 

¶ Speak with wisdom and faith as 

we encourage others and 

develop Christian friendships. 

¶ Serve others with eagerness, 

resourcefulness and strength.  

¶ Share the love of Christ by 

opening our arms to the poor 

and extending our hands to the 

needy within our church and 

community. 

 

*Please join us for our 

February Meeting on 

Feb. 28th at 7pm!  

Womenôs Ministry Purpose 

and Goals 



Branches of the Vine Women’s 

Ministry will be showing the 

movie “The Passion of the 

Christ” on March 24th at 5pm 

to raise funds for the Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering. 

Admission to the movie is free 

and food will be provided at a 

small cost. Childcare will be 

provided. Everyone is invited, 

so please feel free to bring 

neighbors, coworkers, friends 

and family. If you have any 

questions regarding this event 

please see Jessica Vigeant.  

 

ñThe Passion of the Christò Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering  

  Each year we honor the life and work of Annie 
Walker Armstrong when we give to the annual offering 
for North American Missions named after her. As a 
tireless servant of God and a contagious advocate 
and supporter of mission efforts throughout the world, 
Annie Armstrong led women to unite in mission 
endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of the 
Women’s Missionary Union, for which she served as 
the first corresponding secretary. 
 Today, giving to the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering means that you are supporting missions and 
missionaries within North America. These 
missionaries are working to reach the estimated 259 
million people lost in the US and Canada; that is 3 out 
of 4 people! One hundred percent of the gifts to the 
offering go directly to the mission’s field. Annie 
Armstrong monies go to: missionary salaries, 
healthcare benefits and ministry supplies and 
expenses. Annie Armstrong supported missionaries: 
start new churches, engage in student evangelism on 
college campuses, work within inner-city Baptist 
centers, serve within local Baptist associations and 
minister in resort settings such as ski resorts and 
campgrounds. Please join us in contributing to this 
worthy, Christ-focused offering.  

 




